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Pictured are A Level students Alex Peach,
Melissa Baxter and Sarah Maia. Alex, who
was home educated, achieved A grades in
Psychology and English Language and
Literature together with a B grade in AS 
Film Studies and is now studying A Levels in
Science at College with a view to pursuing a
career in Medicine, whilst Melissa has started
a Midwifery course at Leeds University having
achieved grade Bs in Biology and English
Language and Literature together with a grade
A in Psychology. With three grade As in
Media Studies, Sociology and Psychology
and a grade B in English Language and
Literature, Sarah has gone to the University of
Birmingham to study a Joint Honours Degree
in English with Media, Culture and Society.
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Celebrating Exam Success!
The wait for A Level and GCSE students was finally over last month as
exam results arrived. Among those eagerly awaiting grades were
students from the Sixth Form Centre.

We enjoyed continued success in our A Level results with overall pass rates rising to 97%,
above the national average of 96.6%, and a 70% pass rate at grades A-C. In addition 100%
pass rates were achieved in 20 subjects including English Language and Literature, Maths, Law,
Physics, Biology, French, Spanish and Film Studies. We also did well in our GCSE results with
an overall pass rate of 94% and a 62.4% pass rate at grades A*-C, which matched the
national average.

Alex, Sarah & Melissa
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message from the principal

There are a large number of factors that contribute to being an excellent College.
However, as I concluded last year, three key elements are at the core of everything 
we do and are used externally to judge the College:

• Student success.
• Achieving student number targets and financial stability.
• Quality of our staff and facilities.

Consequently we need to focus on each of these as we move forward to achieving excellence.

Student Success
This is without doubt the most important single measure of excellence.  The LSC, 
who are responsible for funding colleges, and Ofsted, the College inspectors, both 
use student success rates as the basis for grading the College’s performance. More
importantly, achieving a qualification is the aim of every student who comes to the
College.  In most cases their future career prospects and improving the quality of 
their life is dependent on being successful at the College. 

It is interesting to note that even if we
achieve a success rate of 85%, it would still
mean that over 1000 students did not achieve
their qualification. Consequently we all need
to work together and do everything possible
to ensure students achieve the qualifications
they sign up for and drive up the College’s
success rates.

I am pleased to report that we have made a
good start with A level results which were
published on 17 August.

• Pass rates have increased to 97%, which 
is higher than this year’s national average 
of 96.6%.

• The proportion of students achieving A-C 
grades has increased from 67% last year 
to 70%.  

• 100% pass rates were achieved in 20 out of
the 28 subjects that students were 
examined in.  

This however is only a small part of what we
do. We are still working through the process
of signing off students on the hundreds of
courses across the College. This exercise,
although time consuming, is central in
ensuring the success rates published later in
the year are accurate.  Your help in completing
this exercise is essential and appreciated.

Achieving success rates that put

us in the top 25% of colleges is

still the most significant challenge

the College faces. Although

student success rates increased

by 6% last year these were

matched by the same level of

increase across the sector. In

order to move up the league table

we need to increase overall

success rates faster than other

colleges in the sector.

Moving Forward to Achieve Excellence
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message from the principal

Annual Assessment Visit
The Annual Assessment Visit by the College’s
two link inspectors was undertaken on 14
July. Their main conclusions were:
• The College achieved a significant 

improvement in student success rates in 
2004/05.

• Success rates for work based learners have 
improved. There are however significant 
variations between sector subject areas.

• The management of work based learning 
has improved.

• Action has been taken to successfully 
address the weaknesses identified in the 
last inspection.

• The Engineering CoVE has developed well.  
The Construction CoVE is also developing.

• The self assessment accurately highlights 
the College’s weaknesses including under 
achievement by some student groups.

• Improvements have been made to the 
College’s systems for observing teaching 
and learning.

• Good progress has been made in 
addressing Child Protection issues.

Achieving Excellence
Although the inspectors concluded that 
we had laid the foundations for achieving
excellence it will not be easy. I am confident,
however, given the quality and enthusiasm of
staff at all levels, and by working together
with a common purpose, we will achieve our
goal of being in the top 10% of colleges.  We
will however need to focus on improving
student success rates. We should always
remember that we have a major impact on
the lives of a large number of people of all
ages and that they rely on us to develop their
skills.  It is our job to ensure they have the
best possible chance of success.

I hope you all had a refreshing

break and are charged up for the

coming year. I am certainly

looking forward to being part of 

the College’s future success.

Achieving Student Number Targets/
Financial Stability
As I am sure you are aware, the College’s income is directly related to the number of students
we recruit. Although, there is no immediate adjustment to the College’s income, any over or
under achievement is reflected in the subsequent year’s budget. I am pleased to report that 
we performed well against the 2005/06 targets with 8875 fundable LSC students against a
target of 8413 representing 105% of target. 

Achieving over target has resulted in the College securing a 6.38% increase in the 2006/07
budget. This compares very favourably with an average increase across Staffordshire of 1.6% and
a national increase of 3%.  Student number targets have also increased. It is imperative therefore
that we achieve the new student number targets particularly with respect to 16-19 full-time
students.  This target has increased from 1690 to 1980, 300 higher than last year’s target and
219 over the number that we enrolled last year. 

Please ensure that all the students who have applied for full-time courses

are contacted and that no student is turned away from the College.

Internal Capabilities
The new organisation and management structure was fully operational from 1 September. 
All appointments have been made although some new members of staff will not be in post
until the end of September. As I reported in June, the new structure focuses on the evolving
priorities and the key elements in achieving success. One of the most important aspects
however is to empower staff to make decisions and release the energy and commitment 
of staff at all levels across the College. 

I am sure that as we move forward, the new structure will provide the

focus necessary to achieve continuing improvement in the services we

provide and help promote job satisfaction.

Capital Projects’ Progress
Work is progressing well on the three major capital projects.

Apprenticeship Skills Centre

The Motor Vehicle Workshop is nearing completion. Hopefully students will be moving in as 
you read this.

University Centre

The work is currently on target with both demolition and foundation works being completed in
early August.  Work started on erecting the steel frame on 21 August and hopefully it will be
completed by the time you read this. The building works are scheduled to be completed by
April 2007 with the Centre opening for students in September 2007.

Bond Street Car Park

This has been resurfaced and extensive lighting has been installed as I know the latter has
been of concern to those staff who work evenings. I hope this will go at least some way to
reducing your anxiety.
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students in the limelight

Forensic Science students have visited the
Crime Scene House at Staffordshire University
to enable them to investigate simulated crime
scenes in a realistic setting. The group spent the
day at the house, which resembles a typical
domestic home, but has some rooms containing
permanent exhibits of crime scene investigation.
During the visit, various types of crime scene
were set up and, working in teams, the students
processed the scene, following the correct
procedures to prevent contamination and to
ensure continuity of evidence. 
Left to right: Eric Hollinshead, Davina Brown,

Ashley Ward and Nadine Oates.

One of our apprentices proved they were top of
the league after winning a main award at the
Staffordshire Apprenticeship Awards. Nicola
Lea, who works at Byrkley Garden Centre,
landed the Personal Achievement 19-24 title
after achieving her Accountancy Advanced
Apprenticeship whilst overcoming cancer. In
addition, Craig Drury, a Trowel Occupations
apprentice, collected a Highly Commended prize.

Operational Community Liaison Officer PC Diane
Nam from Staffordshire Police has visited the
College to talk to learners, who have been taking
British Citizenship lessons, about their rights and
responsibilities whilst they are living in Britain. 
Clockwise from front left: Danute Mazuroniene,

Janis Lacplesis, Rebwar Ali, PC Diane Nam and

Inesa Reine.

In June, local school pupils took part in the
County Final of Bridging the Gap; a CITB
Construction Challenge event. Teams from De
Ferrers, Abbot Beyne, William Shrewsbury and
Tower View schools, headed by College

construction students, competed against teams
from the Stoke area. The teams faced the
challenge of designing and building a bridge to
accommodate a model boat and a remote
controlled car, using a variety of materials, and
were judged by representatives from local
engineering firms. 
Clockwise from front left: Lecturer Brian

Hinkley, Alex Ingley, Joe Bennett, Curiculum

Area Leader Construction & Electrical

Installation Gary Hancox, Key Stage 4

Vocational Coordinator Yvonne James and

Natalie Dolling.

Second year National Diploma in IT
Practitioners students enjoyed a trip to the
Royal National Institute for the Blind in London.
During the trip, the group spent time at the
RNIB’s Resource Centre and Research Library,
gaining experience of the hardware and software
a visually impaired user needs to access the
web and speaking to people about the difficulties
poor web design creates for those with visual
impairments. In addition, they handed over a
cheque for £100 given as a donation.
Student Daniel Keeping handing over the 

£100 donation to Mary Cox, Head of Education

at the RNIB.

Learning for Life student Kevin Coopey has
received a Best Student of the Year Award,
from the Institute of Motor Industry (IMI). Kevin
and six fellow learners, had been studying basic
vehicle maintenance and road safety with the
Motor Vehicle section. The learners followed
the programme, which is accredited by the IMI,
as part of their course. 
Kevin with Lecturer Mick Lunn and Keith Norris.

Local people who have successfully passed
their first English reading, writing and speaking
exams have celebrated improving their
language skills, which will help them with
everyday tasks in their work and social lives.
The learners, most of whom were taking their
first examinations in English, have achieved
nationally recognised Skills For Life City and
Guilds qualifications in Reading and Writing. In
addition, some had successfully passed English
Speaking Board Speaking and Listening exams. 

In the Summer, 20 dance students were 
chosen to take part in an exciting new National
Youth Dance Festival, designed to profile some
of the best dance in the country. Organised 
by Youth Dance England, the event looked at
new choreographic and dance techniques,
culminating with a performance of work at 
the West Yorkshire Playhouse. The invitation
followed the students’ performance at the
Royal Albert Hall in May, which was a fusion 
of martial arts, street and modern dance set 
to Public Domain’s worldwide club smash
Operation Blade (Bass in the Place).     
Clockwise from front left: Sade Allott, Claire

Sharp, Cheryl Thomas, Lucy McCandless and

Hayley Wellum.

First year beauty students have been learning
about the art of Toothgems; a popular fashion
amongst teenagers. Designed to enhance a
smile, the gems are applied to the tooth without
drilling or pain. Specialist trainer Julie
Milakovic spent the day with the students
showing them how to apply the wide range of
jewels to clients.
Kelly Peake (left) with Katie-Jo Thomas.
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students in the limelight

Second year Pre Emergency Services students
have visited Derby County’s Pride Park, to gain
an insight into health and safety issues at
football grounds. The visit was organised as
part of the Fire and Safety Legislation module
of their course, which looks at how legislation
has changed the face of football. Safety Officer
Chris Parsons gave the students a talk about
the history of Pride Park followed by a stadium
tour taking in the ground, dressing rooms,
corporate boxes, police station and security box.
The students with Chris Parsons.

Local school pupils have raised £120 for the
Wish Upon A Star Foundation, by taking part in
a charity week. KS4 catering and customer
service students from De Ferrers, John Taylor,
Pingle and William Allitt schools, made and
sold cakes to raise the funds.
The students with Hayley Dunsdon from the

charity (front row 3rd from left) and Elaine

Kenworthy (back row, middle).

A group of learners on the Learning for Life
programme have demonstrated their newly
honed woodwork skills by floating their
handmade carved and coloured decoy ducks 
on the JCB lake. The group had been learning
woodwork as part of their course. 
Clockwise from front left: Matthew Blanche,

Destyn Keay, Holly Burke, Kirsty Wheatcroft and

Katie Wilson. 

Four Professional Catering students have taken
the top prize in this year’s Russums Inter
College Cook and Serve Competition. The team
was set the task of devising a three course
menu for two within a budget, cooking and then
serving the meal to genuine customers. Second

year George Cooper, a finalist in the prestigious
Staffordshire Young Chef of Tomorrow Competition,
together with first year Lucy Holmes, were the
chefs in the team who cooked a menu of
Waldorf salad with prawns and a red pepper
dressing, cannon of lamb and white chocolate
mousse. Demonstrating her silver service skills
was second year Caroline Archer, whilst first
year Louise Lenton, was the kitchen porter. 
Left to right: George, Louise, Lucy and 

Caroline (front).

In June, Music Technology students enjoyed a
trip to the BBC’s Radio 1 and 1XTRA studios in
London. The group were given an excusive tour
of the radio station, including presenters Colin
Murray’s and Edith Bowman’s studio whilst they
were live on air. The students met both DJs and
were given the chance to “give a shout out” to
the College during the programme. In addition,
they were shown the station’s newsroom and
were allowed to engineer and present a news
slot. The tour finished with a question and
answer session with Programming Specialist
Ian Parkinson, whilst there was also the
opportunity to meet and question members of
staff about living and working in London.

Fifty local children aged between 7 and 15, 
have been presented with certificates after
successfully achieving national computing
qualifications. The children, who had all
completed a term’s study at the Computers 
for Kids Club, received certificates covering 
a range of computing activities. 
Clockwise from front left: Sajid Rashid, Helen

Betts, Dyan Mason, Majid Rashid, Keith Norris,

Dave Newbold, Mohammed Ahmed, Ellie

Phillips and Liam Booth.

Hairdressing students have raised almost £150
for Fountains, formerly known as Crown Special
School, by planning and putting on a show of
their work. The NVQ Level 3 students, one of
whom has a son who attends the school,
organised a live catwalk show, which was held
at Burton’s Chicago Rock.
Student Heather Butler (left) with son Sebastian

and lecturer Jo Fairbrother.

Learners on the Entry to Employment (e2e)
Summer Programme have enjoyed a visit from
Burton Car Club members as part of a Motor
Vehicle Taster. Six members from the Club
brought their cars, which ranged from standard
specification models to those with highly
specialised engine and body kit modifications,
to the College and spoke to the group about
their vehicles and the maintenance of them. In
addition, Max Power model Dee Streeton
joined the visit to sign autographs.
Clockwise from front left: Jamie Hands, Ben

McLean, Max Power model Dee Streeton, Terry

Smith, Harry Roe, Acting Course Leader Jason

Barnett and Luke Ballinger.

Local people who attend the College’s Day
Schools For The Over 50s celebrated the end of
term with a certificate presentation and Summer
strawberry tea. The group had all been attending
the Never Too Late To Learn programme weekly
on Wednesdays learning about a wide variety of
subjects ranging from poetry, history, literature,
language, culture and food to practical sessions
on art, garden design, chess and bridge.
Left to right: Robin Wood, June Hathaway, John

Gollogly, Averil Wheildon-Salt, David Lathan,

Pauline Willey and Elaine Jackson.
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people news

In June, Christine Bown (Sixth Form)
was one of around 700 people from
all over the country, chosen to take
part in a performance of the famous
motet Spem In Alium by Tallis, at
Manchester’s Bridgewater Hall. This
is a huge piece of work dating from the
mid 1500s, written with 40 different
parts. Entitled  “The People’s Chorus”,
the performance was filmed and is due
to be shown on BBC4 later this year.

Congratulations to Heather Morgan 

on her 50th birthday.

Faculty Training Day

Summer Campaign Goes on the Road

Spirited Attack Sinks Brewery

The Faculty of Business, Leisure and Care came together for the first time as a single
unit at a training event in July. Held at Rosliston Forestry Centre, the day was designed
to help staff get to know each other in a relaxed environment. Everyone enjoyed a range
of activities including laser clay pigeon shooting, archery, laser combat and orienteering.

In August we launched our Summer Campaign,
designed around the College’s SMILE design
graphics, with a series of 22 bus, ten bus shelter and
two billboard adverts. The adverts, which will appear
on the sides of Arriva buses, on billboards in Stanton
Road and Derby Turn and in the shelters on New
Street and High Street, will run until the end of
October. In addition, and new for this year, a text
campaign will run alongside which will enable people
to text SMILE with their name and address to 88020,
to request a prospectus or general information and
receive regular news updates.

Clockwise from front left: Marketing Manager

Victoria Marsden with Marketing Assistants John

Littlewood, Lisa Lukaszewicz and Vicky Gay.

College cricketers narrowly defeated a team
from Burton Bridge Brewery in a highly
competitive contest.  Setting a target of 97
from 20 overs, the College team worked hard
to contain a talented batting line up from the
Bridge in the annual match at the Hilton
Cricket Club. Top scorer, Julian Bennett, who
was undefeated on 25, was well supported by
spirited innings from John Barton and Mick
Rowbottom. But fine bowling displays from
students James Henderson and David Nash
made sure that the Brewery team had to work
for every one of its 94 runs.

Fielding a strong team, skipper Howard
Brierley said “I’m grateful for the advice of

last year’s captain, Andy Horton, who helped
me with the team strategy.  I put down one or
two chances but overall, this was a good
display of fielding, well done to everyone.” A
special thanks to scorer Annette Smith and
12th man Mike Clarke who provided a superb
post match tea and of course Burton Bridge
Brewery for a fine barrel of beer.  

Team: Alan Jefferson, James Henderson,
David Nash, Julian Bennett, Mark
Rowbottom, John Barton, Andy Horton, Nick
Whitehouse, Andy Stott, Neil Stott, Ned
Ramsey, Howard Brierley (Captain).
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family learning

news

A Family Learning group from Victoria
School, together with College Family
Learning staff, enjoyed a residential
visit to Pendrell Hall College of
Residential Adult Education near
Wolverhampton in June, financed by
Staffordshire LEA. It was a wonderful
experience for the group, who took
part in a range of activities over the
weekend based around a Treasure
Hunt theme, including a nature
treasure
hunt, a
numeracy
trail, mask
making,
painting,
story
writing and
even a
talent show. 

In July, Hilary Morgan presented
certificates to Family Learning
students who had achieved Literacy
and Numeracy National Test
qualifications over the year. Overall
39 learners achieved, taking the
exam either in College, in school or
on the e-bus. This marks a significant
increase in numbers taking this
qualification as part of Family
Learning courses, funded by
Staffordshire LEA, in schools.

Art on Show
Students from the Faculty of Creative Arts showcased a range of their work in a lively and
exciting End of Year Exhibition in June. On display was a cross section of almost 400 students’
visual and performing work representing the wide and varied range of courses on offer. In
addition, Performing Arts students staged a number of short dance and drama performances.

Life is a Cabaret

e2e Celebrations

Left to right: Scott Brooks, Stacie

Bowring and Ben McLean.

Around 150 students held a cabaret showing
off the dance, music and drama work they
wrote, choreographed and performed over
the year. The End of Year Cabaret, which took
place at the Belvedere Park Club, involved
students from a range of Performing Arts,
Dance and Music Technology courses,
performing a variety of dance, music, 
vocal, musical theatre and drama pieces.

Clockwise from front: Becky Crump, Kirsty

Jordan, Lizzie Johnson, Viki Treadwell and

Sinitta Hunter.

Entry to Employment students, have been
celebrating after completing a national
programme designed to help prepare young
people for either further training or
employment. Over the past year, 50 young
people have undertaken a range of projects
to help develop skills such as teamwork and
communication whilst building self-esteem
and confidence. In addition, a proportion of
the learners have chosen to complete an
NVQ Level 1 in Start Engineering, which
provides a basis for a career in Motor
Vehicle, Mechanical or Electrical
Engineering or Fabrication and Welding. 

Philippa Tong Ria Hughes Mark Mangan

Emma Dukes
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Eighty adults were in the limelight at an
Awards Evening held at the Uttoxeter IT
Learning Centre, when students on a
range of IT courses received certificates
for achieving their qualifications.
Amongst those celebrating were
achievers of the Certificate for IT Users
qualification Felicity Mills and Janet
Gregory together with Caroline Peaty,
who had successfully passed the
Diploma for IT. 

Left to right: Caroline Peaty, Centre

Manager Carol Whittaker, Burton

College Principal & Chief Executive

Keith Norris, Felicity Mills, Diane

Robson from Tektra and Janet Gregory.

Skillbuild Success

Six College apprentices have been celebrating,
following their success in the East Midlands
Regional Area Finals of the national Skillbuild
competition, sponsored by CITB-
ConstructionSkills and Jewson. Held at North
Nottinghamshire College, students from fifteen
colleges competed against each other in a range
of Construction Craft trades. Winner of the
Bench Joinery category was Mark Bateman
whilst Jo Thompson came first in the Site
Carpentry competition. Both Mark and Jo will
now go on to compete in the National Finals,

which are being held at Barnfield College during
October. Also competing in the event were
carpenters Ben Eagles and Adam Keeley in the
Site Carpentry category, coming second and
third respectively. Ben, who was only one mark
off first place, will hear later in the year as to
whether or not he will compete in the National
Finals. In addition, Ashley Hudson, a full time
Decorative Occupations student, received
second place in the Painting and Decorating
Junior Competition, whilst joiner Alex Guzowski,
came third in the Bench Joinery competition.

Left to right: Adam Keeley, 

Alex Guzowski, Ben Eagles, 

Mark Bateman and Jo Thompson.

Brian Cole with Ashley Hudson.

Adult Celebrations

Over 100 students following the Options for Adults and range of Access programmes have
received certificates from Linda Wyatt, in recognition of successfully passing their courses.
Amongst those at the presentation were mother and daughter Jackie and Carla Roach. Having
passed the Access to Social Sciences and Humanities course, Carla (21) is now looking
forward to beginning a Degree in Social Policy at Leeds University whilst Jackie (45) will be
embarking on a Degree in Sociology and English at Derby University. 

Left to right Course Leader Ruth Myers, Head of Faculty Linda Wyatt, Jackie Roach, Valerie

Donlon and Course Co-ordnator Louisa Beck.

Eleven local teaching assistants have
been amongst the first cohort from
Staffordshire University to achieve the
Foundation Degree For Teaching
Assistants. The group, who work at a
variety of local schools as teaching
assistants, celebrated at a graduation
ceremony held at Trentham Gardens.
The majority are now carrying on their
studies and have progressed onto the
BA (Hons) in Education at either the
College or Derby University.

Left to right: Mary Dodgson, Julia

Gaskell, Lecturer Grace Hodges, Eileen

Dean, Ruth Jackie Docksey and

Lecturer Jayne Holder.

The oldest and youngest students on the
Combined Subjects Programme have
joined their colleagues in looking forward
to a new student life at the University of
Derby. Pat Croxall (72) and Kirsty
Harris (19) were amongst 11 students
who had finished the first year of the
Programme, which they will complete 
at Derby over the next two years.

Pat (left) with Kirsty.


